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A. 


To  the  Sanitary  Authority  oi  the  Borough  of 
Welshpool. 


Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  tu  you  my  Annual 
Report  for  year  ended  December  31st,  1951  on  the 
Health  and  Sanitary  Conditions  of  the  Borough.  The 
Report  is  drawn  up  in  accordance  with  the  instructions 
contained  in  the  Welsh  Board  of  Health  circular  42/51 
"(Wales.). 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Area  of  the  Borough : 20,427  Acres. 

Population. — 5,980,  a decrease  of  68  on  the  figure 
given  for  1950. 

Births  : 


Live  Births 

Male.  Female.  Total. 

Legitimate 

72 

60 

132 

Illegitimate 

4 

2 

6 

Total  , 76 

62 

138 

Still  Births 

Legitimate 

1 

0 

1 

Illegitimate 

0 

0 

0 

Total  1 0 1 
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Birth  Rates: 

Live  Birth  Rate  (per  1,000  estimated  population): 
23.1  (compared  with  15.5  for  England  and  Wales). 

Still  Birth  Rate  (per  1,000  estimated  population): 
0.17  (compared  with  0.36  for  England  and  Wales). 

Deaths  : 


Death  Rate  (per  1,000  estimated  population):  14.2 
(compared  with  12.5  for  England  and  Wales). 

Infant  Mortality: 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  One  year  of  age : 


From  all  causes 


Male.  Female.  Total. 
52  32  84 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


Male.  Female.  Total. 
2 1 3 

1 0 1 


Total  3 


1 
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Deaths  of  Infants  under  4 weeks  of  age : 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


2 

1 


1 

0 


3 

1 


Total  3 


1 
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Infant  Mortality  Rate  (per  1,000  Live  Births):  28.9 
(compared  with  29.6  for  England  and  Wales). 
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Comparative  Statistics: 


1949.  1950.  1951. 

Population  5865  6048  5980 

Live  Birth  Hate  ...  22.4  18.0  23.1 

Still  Birth  Rate  ...  0.34  0.33  0.17 

Death  Rate  11.3  11.9  14.2 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  ...  30.3  45.9  28.9 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH  DURING  THE  YEAR. 

Male.  Female.  Total. 

Tuberculosis  of  the  Lungs  ... 

2 

0 

2 

Cancer  of  the  Stomach 

0 

3 

3 

Cancer  of  other  sites 

7 

1 

8 

Leukaemia 

0 

1 

1 

Vascular  lesions  of  the  Ner- 
vous System 

2 

1 

3 

Coronary  disease,  angina  ... 

12 

2 

14 

Hypertension  with  heart 
disease  

1 

1 

2 

Other  heart  disease 

6 

6 

12 

Other  circulatory  disease  ... 

3 

4 

7 

Influenza  

2 

1 

3 

Pneumonia  

1 

4 

5 

Bronchitis  ...  

6 

2 

8 

Ulcer  of  the  Stomach  and 
Duodenum  

2 

0 

2 

Gastro-enteritis  

1 

0 

1 

Nephritis  

0 

1 

1 

Congenital  malformation 

0 

1 

1 

Other  deflned  and  ill-deflned 
diseases 

6 

3 

9 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

0 

1 

1 

All  other  accidents  

1 

0 

1 

Total 

52 

32 

84 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


During  the  year  the  following  Infectious  Diseases 
were  notified: 


Male.  Female.  Total. 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

3 

4 

Measles  

26 

35 

61 

Pneumonia 

7 

3 

10 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  

0 

3 

3 

Whooping  Cough  

1 

1 

2 

F ood  Poisoning  

0 

1 

1 

Erysipelas  

0 

1 

1 

Tuberculosis : Pulmonary  . . . 

1 

0 

1 

N on-Pulmonary 

2 

2 

4 

By  arrangement  with  the  County  Medical  Officer  of 
Health,  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  are,  when  necessary, 
admitted  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  at  Monkmoor,  near 
Shrewsbury. 

Tuberculosis.  Cases  of  suspected  Pulmonary  and 
Non  - Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  are  referred  to  the 
County  Chest  Physician,  Dr.  G.  O.  Thomas.  ^ Clinics 
are  held  at  Welshpool  Memorial  Hospital  on  the  first 
and  third  Mondays  in  each  month  at  10  a.m.  The 
Physician  will  also  visit  patients  at  their  homes  (by 
an  angement  with  their  medical  attendants)  and  main- 
tains supervision  of  all  tubercular  patients  during  the 
course  of  their  illness.  Patients  from  this  area  are 
treated  at  the  Chest  Hospital,  Machynlleth,  the  North 
Wales  Sanatorium,  Denbigh,  and  the  South  Wales 
Sanatorium,  Talgarth. 

The  Chest  Physician  is  also  available  for  consultation 
in  all  cases  of  chest  disease  other  than  Tuberculosis, 
and  I would  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  him  for 
his  help  and  co-operation  at  all  times. 
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LOCAL  HEALTH  SERVICES  UNDER  PART  3 OF- 

THE  NATIONAL  HEALTH  SERVICE  ACT,  1946. 

^ Maternity  Services.  Ante-natal  and  Post-natal 
clinics  are  held  each  week  at  the  Welshpool  Hospital. 

The  Domiciliary  Midwifery  Service  is  efficiently  car- 
ried on  by  the  District  Nurses. " 

The  services  of  a Consultant  Obstetrician  and 
Gynaecologist  (Mr.  Owen  Jones,  F.R.C.S.,  M.R.C.O.G.) 
are  available  now  on  every  Fourth  Tuesday  at  the 
Hospital,  Welshpool. 

t 

A child  welfare  clinic  is  held  each  month  at  the  Hos- 
pital clinic  under  the  direction  of  the  County  Medical 
Officer  of  Health,  and  School  Medical  Officer. 

Vaccination  against  Small  Pox,  and  Immunisation 
against  Diphtheria  are  carried  out  at  this  clinic,  and 
also  by  the  General  Practitioners  in  the  district. 

In  addition  to  the  Specialist  Clinics  referred  to  in  my 
last  report  there  has  been  added  the  services  of  a 
Consultant  Gynaecologist,  Mr.  Owen  Jones,  who  attends 
at  the  Hospital  on  every  fourth  Tuesday. 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948,  SECTION  47.— 

REMOVAL  TO  SUITABLE  PREMISES  OF  PER- 
. SONS  IN  NEED  OF  CARE  AND  ATTENTION. 

No  action  was  taken  by  the  council  in  any  case  under 
this  section  during  the  year. 

AMBULANCE  SERVICE. 

This  continues  to  be  efficiently  carried  out  volun- 
tarily by  the  ’ members  of  the  St.  John  Ambulance 
Brigade. 


WATER. 
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Town  Supply. 


(a)  Rainfall  figures  for  the  year:  — 


• 

Inches 

January 

...  3.67 

February 

...  4.12 

March 

...  4.61 

April 

...  2.74 

May 

...  4.29 

June 

...  1.05 

Inches 

July  . 1.37 

August  ...  5.02 
September  ...  2.37 
October  ...  1.27 

November  . . . 6.87 

December  . . . 3.91 
Total  for  year  41.29 


This  compares  with  37.80  in  1950  and  27.23  in  1949. 

(b)  Minimum  supply  to  reservoirs  was  90,000  gallons 
recorded  in  October,  1951.  Minimum  waste  line  was 
1,500  gallons  per  hour.  Average  consumption  was 
105,000  gallons  per  day. 


(c)  During  the  year  main  extensions  were  made  to 
supply  houses  being  erected  at  Borfa  Green.  6 new 
private  houses  were  also  connected,  together  with  7 
other  premises. 


(d)  The  Pool  Quay  main  has  been  extended  to  the 
Borough  boundary. 


(e)  The  connections  to  the  town  supply  are  as 
follows : — 

1,440  houses,  190  shops  etc.,  3 farms  and  2 small  hold- 
ings. 
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Guilsfield  and  Groes, 

I There  was  difficulty  once  again  in  maintaining  a water 
supply  for  these  two  villages  and  the  supply  of  spring 
water  had  to  be  supplemented  by  addition  of  stream 
water.  This  was  possible  through  the  co-operation  of 
Sir  Gerald  Trevor. 

The  minimum  yield  of  the  springs  during  the  year 
was  1,800  gallons  per  day;  this  figure  was  recorded  on 
18th  August,  1951.  During  the  year  services  were 
provided  for  supplying  three  houses. 


Trewern 

During  the  year  connections  were  made  to  three 
private  houses,  this  making  a total  of  21  private  pro- 
perties now  being  supplied.  Two  connections  were 
also  made  to  other  properties. 

There  was  no  shortage  of  water  during  the  year — the 
minimum  overflow  from  the  spring  head  works  was 
7,900  gallons  per  24  hours,  this  figure  was  recorded  on 
21st  September,  1951. 


Castle  Caereinion 

A scheme  to  supply  water  to  the  village  of  Castle 
Caereinion  was  commenced  in  January,  1951  and  was 
officially  opened  by  His  Worship  the  Mayor  (Aid.  W.  C. 
Ainge)  on  Saturday,  the  29th  September,  1951.  This 
supply  is  now  serving  a much  desired  need  in  the 
locality  and  in  addition  enables  the  erection  of  Council 
houses  to  be  proceeded  with. 
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Trinity  Well 


Work  was  commenced  on  this  scheme  on  the  13th 
August,  1951,  the  work  being  carried  out  by  direct 
labour  under  the  supervision  of  the  Borough  Surveyor 
— the  total  estimated  cost  being  £25,600. 

This  scheme  will  be  of  considerable  advantage  to 
outlying  properties  and  will  facilitate  the  supplement- 
ing of  any  of  the  Council’s  undertakings  (except  Castle 
Caereinion).  The  water  is  of  exceptional  purity  with 
an  average  yield  of  approximately  50,000  gallons  per 
day. 


Samples. 


During  the  year  78  samples  of  water  were  submitted 
for  bacteriological  analysis,  the  results  being  as 
follows : — 

Town  Supply  ...  22  Class  1 

, 1 Class  2 

1 Class  4 


Trewern 


Guilsfield 


Castle  Caereinion 


19  Class  1 
1 Class  3 

3 Class  4 

21  Class  1 

1 Class  2 

2 Class  4 

4 Class  1 
1 Class  2 
1 Class  3 
1 Class  4 
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FOOD. 


268  certificates  in  respect  of  food  surrendered  as 
unfit  for  human  consumption  were  issued  in  1951  as 
against  299  certificates  in  1950. 

Summary  of  food  condemned  is  as  follows:  — 


FOOD  CLEANLINESS. 

A total  of  14  inspections  were  made  during  the  year 
to  ensure  compliance  with  the  Council’s  Bye-laws  re- 
lating to  the  handling,  wrapping  and  delivery  of  food. 

ICE  CREAM. 

There  are  no  manufacturers  of  ice  cream  in  the  dis- 
trict. One  application  from  a retailer  was  granted 
making  a total  of  twelve  in  the  Borough. 

SEWERAGE. 

Town.  The  sewers  in  the  town  give  very  little 
trouble  but  there  are  three  places  where  slight  flooding 
occurs  during  heavy  storms.  All  new  development  is 
now  on  the  separate  system  which  will  reduce  to  a 
minimum  the  additional  sewage  to  be  carried  by  ex- 
isting sewers.  One  new  sewer  was  laid  from  Brony- 
buckley  to  the  top  of  Red  Bank.  A connection  was 
also  made  to  the  nearest  watercourse  for  the  discharge 
of  surface  water  at  the  same  point.  Sewerage  on  the 
separate  system  is  now  available  for  developing  a 


157  tins  food. 

122  lb.  chocolate. 

181  lb.  sweets. 

193  lb.  Tinned  meat. 
16  boxes  peaches. 


725  lb.  Ham. 

226  Jellies. 

12i  lb.  cake. 

208  packets  cheese. 
122  lb.  Red  plums. 


10 


further  10  acres.  Sewers  on  the  Borfa  Green  Housing 
Estate  were  laid  during  the  year  on  the  separate  sys- 
tem providing  for  the  actual  development  of  16  acres. 

Discharge  of  the  sewage  is  into  the  River  Severn  and 
steps  are  being  taken  to  prepare  a scheme  for  the  con- 
struction of  a modern  sewage  disposal  plant. 

There  were  five  new  connections  to  the  sewer  during 
the  year. 

Guilsfield.  This  village  is  sewered  on  the  combined 
system  to  a new  disposal  plant  which  is  maintained  in 
good  order  and  gives  little  trouble.  One  connection 
to  the  system  was  made  during  the  year. 

Trewern.  The  Council  Estate  is  sewered  on  the 
separate  system,  the  sewage  being  treated  at  a new 
Sewage  Disposal  plant  which  is  maintained  in  good 
order  and  gives  little  trouble.  One  new  connection 
was  made  to  the  system  during  the  year. 

Castle  Caereinion.  ' The  village  is  sewered  on  the 
combined  system  to  an  unsatisfactory  Disposal  plant. 
Extensions  were  made  during  the  year  to  connect  the 
new  Housing  Estate  which  was  sewered  on  the  separate 
system. 

DRAINAGE. 

All  drains  laid  for  new  properties,  other  than  Council 
houses,  were  water  tested  by  the  Department. 

SANITARY  INSPECTIONS. 

18  Informal  Notices  were  served  during  the  year  re- 
quiring attention  to  defective  drains  or  housing  defects. 
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16  were  complied  with  and  two  carried  to  the  year  1952. 
Statutory  notices  were  served  in  respect  of  drains  at  6 
houses  and  complete  re-drainage  has  been  carried  out. 

36  blocked  drains  were  dealt  with  without  the  service 
of  any  notices.  Two  notices  were  served  relating  to 
dangerous  buildings.  One  has  been  complied  with  and 
the  other  carried  over  to  the  year  1952. 

FACTORIES  ACT,  1937. 

The  total  number  of  factories  on  the  Register  is  42. 
During  the  year  24  inspections  were  made  and  in 
addition  to  8 certificates  in  respect  of  Fire  Escapes  the 
following  notices  were  issued : — 

2 —  Insufficient  Sanitary  Accommodation. 

1 — Dirty  Sanitary  Conveniences. 

3 —  Dirty  Premises. 

All  notices,  except  one,  were  complied  with  and  this 
one  is  carried  over  to  the  year  1952. 

There  were  no  prosecutions  during  the  year. 
DISINFESTATION. 

Following  outbreaks  of  infectious  disease  4 houses 
were  disinfected  and  in  addition  2 houses  were  dis- 
infected following  Tuberculosis  and  one  following 
cancer. 

VERMINOUS  PREMISES. 


One  house  suspected  of  being  in  a verminous  condi- 
tion was  inspected  and  found  satisfactory. 
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PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS. 

The  arrangements  for  dealing  with  Rodent  destmc- 
tion  were  continued  and  the  results  were  as  follows ; — 

4 Warehouses  in  the  town  were  inspected  and  action 
taken  with  good  results.  ..  .The. refuse  tip  was  treated 
on  5 occasions,  the  average  ‘kilT  being  20  per  treatment. 
The  town  sewers  have  been  treated  on  two  occasions, 
there  being  40  poison  ‘takes’.  ' • ^ 

4 school  canteens  were  treated  in  the  Borough  which 
resulted  in  the  premises  being  cleared. 

The  total  number  of  baits  laid  in  the  Borough  was 
3464.  Poison  baits  taken  were  1257. 

» • ' 

56  private  houses  in  the  Borough  were  treated. 

The  Salvage  shed  in  the  Smithfield  was  treated  on 
two  occasions. 


HOUSE  REFUSE. 

(a)  Weekly  refuse  collections  take  place  from  all 
houses  in  the  town,  all  villages  in  the  Borough  and  all 
houses  en  route.  Disposal  is  by  controlled  tipping  on 
waste  land  conveniently  situate  about  half  a mile  from 
the  town  centre. 

(b)  Collections  for  the  Forden  R.D.C.  from  Berriew^- 
Garthmyl-Forden  District  and  Castle  Caereinion  dis- 
trict ceased  at  the  end  of  June. 
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SALVAGE. 

A total  of  15  tons  of  waste  paper  was  sold  amounting 
^ in  value  to  £275. 

Sales  of  scrap  iron  amounted  in  value  to  £8  15s.  6d. 

CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 

New  W.Cs  were  erected  in  more  desirable  positions 
for  5 houses. 

SHOPS  AND  OFFICES. 

The  provisions  of  the  Shops  Act  were  complied  with 
and  no  court  action  was  found  necessary. 

SCHOOLS. 

All  schools  are  periodically  inspected. 

HOUSING. 


Houses  erected  during  the  year. 


By  Local  Authority 2 

By  Private  Enterprise  5 

Houses  in  course  of  construction. 


By  Local  Authority 50 

By  Private  Enterprise  4 


Total  number  of  additional  units  of 
accommodation  provided  as  a result  of 
conversion  or  adaptation  ...  ...  ...  2 


Number  of  houses  classified  as  unfit  for 
human  habitation  222 


Total  number  of  applicants  for  Council 
Houses  at  end  of  year  274 
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The  present  day  cost  of  building  prohibits  the  erec- 
tion of  houses  at  rents  comparable  with  those  paid  by 
the  tenants  of  sub-standard  property.  In  some  cases  the 
difference  is  as  much  as  1,000%.  This  high  cost  of 
building  has  also  the  effect  of  limiting  to  an  absolute 
minimum  the  amount  of  work  an  owner  can  do  to  such 
houses  and  the  solution  seems  to  be  the  acquisition  by 
the  Council  of  certain  areas  at  site  value.  This  will 
enable  the  Council  to  improve  the  lot  of  these 
unfortunate  people  by  temporary  repairs  and  by  re- 
housing in  pre-war  Council  houses  when  vacancies 
occur.  Progress  inevitably  will  be  slow  but  the  erec- 
tion of  Dwellings  for  Aged  People  will  accelerate  the 
movement  by  providing  accommodation  for  elderly 
tenants  now  on  Pre-war  Estates. 

I am  indebted  to  the  Borough  Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr. 
F.  A.  Lodge,  for  the  section  of  this  report  dealing  with 
Water  supply.  Housing  etc.,  and  I take  this  opportunity 
of  thanking  him  and  the  Town  Clerk,  Mr.  J.  Ben 
Davies  for  their  help  and  co-operation  at  all  times. 

I am.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

D.  R.  B.  MATHIAS, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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